LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

FALL TERM – 2008

PS4211FA NATIVE AND NORTHERN POLITICAL MOVEMENTS

WORD WARRIORS: THE SPIRIT OF NATIVE POLITICS
TUESDAY – 11:30AM-2:30PM RB3046

INSTRUCTOR: DOUG WEST – RB 2033 doug.west@lakeheadu.ca – 343-8304

COURSE OBJECTIVES 


This course is designed for 4th year students enrolled in the Honours programme in Political Science. Our focus this year will be on a close reading of four important texts in the history of Native and Northern Political movements. Each book attempts to remind us of the complex political, philosophical, social and economic relations that exist between Native and non-Native societies and each offers a series of provocative questions and answers for serious debate and discussion about the future of these relations. Students should come to class prepared to participate.


This course also offers 10 students (5 groups of 2) a Community Service Learning (CSL) experience with the Canadian Diabetes Association (CDA). Those students who choose this option will participate in 20 hours of training and in the delivery of public outreach activities for the association over the course of this term. 

COURSE FORMAT AND REQUIREMENTS 

This is a seminar style course. The Instructor will animate discussion amongst the participants in the class but it is up to the students to keep the conversation going.
LEARNER OUTCOMES 
As a result of completing this course, students should be able to 

· 
exhibit generalist and specialist knowledge of the theories of political science. 

· 
demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between citizenship responsibilities and local, provincial, national and international political practice.

· 
critically assess challenges that are transforming the public and corporate sectors as well as civil society. 

· 
exhibit a working knowledge of local and global political and economic practices, policies and institutions

· 
achieve a sufficient level of understanding of background and context to employ that understanding routinely and systematically. 

· 
draw similarities and differences between, and argue relative merits of, group versus individualistic approaches to political issues, problems, conditions and situations. 

· 
be depended upon to successfully plan for and solve problems and resolve issues in efficient and democratic manner. 

· 
express self verbally in understandable, thorough ways that are useful .

· 
usually state ideas and describe conditions in down-to-earth, understandable terms. 

· 
almost always show insight into basic, descriptive and complex, analytical levels of discussion and the relation between and among them. 

· 
compare theoretical perspectives, use theory to explain phenomena, and apply theory to practice 

· 
break down complex problems into component parts, categorize data and ideas, show relationships among them 

· 
identify critical issues, develop and execute appropriate solutions to problems 

· 
anticipate obstacles and appraise options based on explicit criteria 

· 
recognize the need for further investigation and learning 

· 
communicate ideas in a clear, logical, and consistent manner 
GRADING 

Written Assignments …………………….…………..40%
Each student is responsible for the completion of two (2) critical analyses Chapters from 2 different required texts. Each assignment will be 8-10 pages in length (11 point font and double-spaced) and will be due on in class on November 18. A minimum of 10 references is required per assignment. Late assignments will have 2% deducted per day. (CSL students are responsible for 1 only)
Class Presentations……………………………….… 20%
Each student is responsible for two (2) 15 minute presentations of their work. These timed presentations shall consist of an overview of the arguments of the Chapter under consideration for the written assignment. A schedule for these presentations will be handed out in the second week of class.(CSL students are responsible for one presentation on the readings and one on their CSL work)
Mid-Term Take Home Examination………………….20%
An examination will be distributed in class on Tuesday, October 14 and will consist of a choice of 3 of 5 essay questions related to the reading material. The assignment will be due on October 21 in class. (CSL students are responsible for a submission of a Project Diary at the end of term and are exempted from the mid-term)
Final Take Home Examination………………………..20%

An examination will be distributed in class on Tuesday, November 18 and will consist of a choice of 3 of 5 essay questions related to the reading material. The assignment will be due on November 25 in class.
REQUIRED TEXTS 

Alfred, Taiaiake. Wasase: Indigenous Pathways of Action and Freedom. Toronto: Broadview Press. 2005.

Chatwin, Bruce. The Songlines. London: Verso, 199

Martin, Calvin Luther. In the Spirit of the Earth: Rethinking History and Time. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins, 1992.

Vizenor, Gerald. Manifest Manners: Narratives on Postindian Survivance. Lincoln, NB: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. (2nd edition)

COURSE SCHEDULE and READINGS 
September 9 - Introduction and discussion. – Community Service Learning

September 16-23 – Calvin Luther Martin In the Spirit of the Earth
September 30-October 14 – Taiaiake Alfred Wasase
October 21-November 11 – Gerald Vizenor Manifest Manners
November 18-25 - Bruce Chatwin The Songlines.
COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING AGREEMENT

This form needs to be completed and signed by the student, the Instructor and the agency supervisor by September 12, 2008

	CSL Project Name
	LEARNING SERIES PRESENTER

	Student Name:
	

	Student Contact Information: 
	Phone:

Email:

	Host Organization: 
	Canadian Diabetes Association

	Project Supervisor: 
	Jessica Cordes

	Project Supervisor Contact Information:
	Public Programs & Services Coordinator
Canadian Diabetes Association
Northwestern Ontario Regional Leadership Center
#501-200 S. Syndicate Avenue
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7E 1C9
Office: (807) 577-4232 ext. 23

	Project Start Date:
	September - 2008

	Project End Date:
	December - 2008

	Total estimated # of hours:
	20 (5 x groups of 2 students = 10 students total) x 10 = 200 hours

	Estimated # of hours/week:
	2

	Project Deliverables
	1-Each participating group of students will keep a “Project Diary” that will be handed in as part of their Final Grade.

2- Each participating group of students will make a 20 minute class presentation of their CSL experience.

3- Each participating group of students will prepare a 8-10 page “Critical Evaluation Report” with recommendations for the sponsoring agency on the delivery of their program.


ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
As a service learner, your responsibilities are to:
1. Fulfill your agreement as to your duties, hours, and responsibilities to the best of your ability. 

2. Attend and participate in all necessary meetings with your supervisor and notify them of any concerns about the placement. 

3. Ensure confidentiality of any information attained in this placement.

4. Be professional- punctual, polite, and respectful of agencies’ policies, rules, and regulations.

Responsibilities of the Project Supervisor:
1. Orientation of the student to the organization and work site, ensuring that the student understands any safety concerns.

2. Provide regular and ongoing direction, communication, and feedback for the student so the student can 
complete the project successfully.

3. Provide the resources noted above that are needed for the project.

4. Work with the Instructor to evaluate students’ performance.

Responsibilities of the Instructor
1. Ensure the student and the host organization understand and approve of the nature of the work to be undertaken in the project

2. Serve as a liaison among these parties; will offer advice on best practices in Community Service-Learning and assist in overcoming any difficulties throughout the project.

3. Where possible, access university resources to assist the student or organization to ensure successful completion of the project.
I have read and agree to the agreement and the guidelines as outlined above.
Student 








Date
I have read and agree to the agreement and the guidelines as outlined above.
Project Supervisor 







Date

I have read and agree to the agreement and the guidelines as outlined above.
Instructor 







Date

